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if such a change, when imposed on the outward
appearance, could suffice to efface the legacy of ages of
culture and traditions. The execution of this order
was carried on with much vigour; every Christian was
given the right to watch over its execution and a
special Inquisition was set in Granada to punish the
guilty. A terrible storm of murder, torture and
oppression raged in Granada ; persecution was intensi-
fied everywhere; spying and intrigue were most
common ; and a band of zealous Christians attacked
the Moriscoes of Valencia and overwhelmed them
with murder, pillage, torture and dispersal, " Before
such terror," says Conde, " which bent them under the
mercy of their persecutors, there were among them
none but the miserable' and the unfortunate. The
scenes of faggots in Granada, Cordova, and Seville, the
groaning of the victims devoured by fire and the
scenes of extortion, deportation and continued tortures,
filled them with terror and compelled them to
silence; protest in words or even by allusion was con-
sidered an incitement to revolt. They were, however,
spared for years through this interpretation which is
the refuge of tyranny, namely the condemnation of
those whose crimes could not be proved."5
The people of Granada raised the standard of
revolt but were crushed by the royal troops ; and
Christian Spain was not contented with depriving
them of every right and privilege and seizing thier
property ** and reducing them to a state of slavery in
the same city of which they were the masters and
rendering them strangers in their homes ; but it meant
to exterminate them, to crush their race and to efface
even the memory of their glorious past." 6 Philip II
was then king of Spain ; he burned with fanaticism
for the cause of the Church and the Catholic faith,
and made from religion a mask which covered his
political aims. The old accusations were repeated. It
was alleged that the Moriscoes negotiated with the